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By'D. E, Ronk

Bpeclal to The Washinglon Post

VIENTIANE, March 24—
Pathet Lao forces in north-
ern  liaos  dre  apparently
moving {0 squeeze oul the
100,000 Meo tribesmen who
have long served as a huffer
for government forces in the

©area. .

At the same time, “the
Pathet Lao drive scems de-
signed to prevent the Meo
irom heading soulh to Vien-
tiane and out of the combat
zone altogether, The Mco are
believed 1o be moving he-
hind Pathet Lao lines.

The area in question —
about 90 "miles north of
Vientiane-—centains {he CIA-
supported -bese at  Long
Cheng, headqguarters for Meo
leader Gen. Vang Pao, and
American refugee centers.

The recent DPathet Lao
seizures of strings of govern-

- ment bases cast and wesl of
Long Cheng has had the ef-
fect-of driving barriers south-
ward, These are now closing
toward the center and block-
ing the Meu's route to Vien-
tiane.

Within the closing pincer
Pathet Lao commando and
propaganda units are warn-
ing the Meo to flee and mak-
ing lightning commando
raids against the 1aost im-
pertant bases. Isolated ter-
roriat aets have been relia-
bly reported from the arca
during recent weeks, includ-
ing {iring upon civilian taxis
and buses carrying Meo out

Obscrvers Delieve that
such acts ave part of the
over-all {actical plan to keep.
the Meo moving northward
‘and hehind Pathet Lao lines.

Roadblocks by Meo who
are pro-government, but
anti-Vang Pao, are also re-
Jiably ‘reported to have been
established on Iighway 13,
the highway frem the north
to the capital, to keep Deo
from fleeing to Vientiane.

The Palhiet Lao-North
ietnamese commando raid
against Long Cheng on Feb,

‘14, when sappets blew up
‘logistics warehouses and
tlueatened the CIA com-

vound, g eld
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have heenr i« demounsiration
of strength for . ihe Meos'

benelit.

During the comnzido -
vaid, informed  aiiitary
sources indicate, Cis per-

sonnel called in Armerican
aircraft 1o desiroy the CIA
buildings rather tihan allow

the enemy to capturc sensi.

iive equipment, During the
bombardment more th?n a
score of Meo scldicrs woere
kitled. -
The attack increased the
size of the cxmlus slready
going on in the Long Cheng-

Sam  Thongz area. 'Then,
three weeks later, during

the night of March 56, com-
mandos struck at i{he Ban
Son refugee logistics center,
20 miles sounthwest of Long
Cheng. Little damage was
done to the base, eccording
to government spokesmen,
but the raid on the highly
vulnerable center that had
replaced Sam Thoeng—which
had becn abandoned under
pressure a year ago—sent
thousands raore flecing,

Harassment {ire and
ground probes ageinst scores
of pro-governtment pasts
within the 52-square-mile
area are reported daily. Dan
Na, north of ILong Chlieng
and called the “key" {o cap-
ture of the CIA base, is un-
der virtual siege by artillery
and rockets.

Visitors to Ban Son, or
“site 272" as U.S. spokes-
men call it, say the Ameri-
cans working  there sare
ready to ebhenden it “mo-
mentarily” and have heen
issued carbines to carry.
They return to Vientiane
nightly.

Americans  working  at
Ban Son say that any fur-
ther attacks would bring to-
tal abandonment of -the
bases.

Refuzgee” officars in the
ficld are not optimistic of
their chances to be of fur-
ther service tu the Meo.
They - note the northward
drift of the tribe out of their,
area and acknowliedge that
a large section of the moun-
tains south of Luazng Pra-
bang is occupied by Meo
who have shifted allegiance
to the Pathet Lo,

Edwin McKeithen, a' US.
_AID refugee worker.
the Meo will eventually have
to turn eastward to- land
they can farm. In order to

yeach.

_populaﬁon.”

says
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an accommodation
with the Pathet Lao forces
aud - sympathizh‘i& in the
area, just ax thoseXsoutheast
of ILuang Prabang hava
done. ’

Although American enili-
tary sources in- Vientiane
say Long Cheng, Vang Pao’s
headquarters and the key
base in Northern Laos, is
[defensible “if no one goofs
‘badly,” the CIA is known to.
be building a lowland site
for its operations, It has sl-
ready mioved much of the
selisitive eguipment away
from Long Cheng,

“As families of Meo sol-
diers move away from Long
Cheng for safety the hase
is leit without its buffer
against direet attack-—and
desertions are climbing as
soldiers leave to accompany
families,” a recent Western
visitor to the area reports.

American officials in the
arca have become frank in
admitting that the Meo ci-
vilians serve as buffers.

Such use of the Meo i3
said to be the ounly real
topic of discussion among
the minor B3leoc chiefs at
present, as they realize how
bcxdly the tribe has been
hurt in the past decade and
scarch for elternatives,

Since - 1830, when Vang
Pao allied a third of the
Meo clans with the CIA, “at
least 40-50 per cent .of the
men have been killed and 25
yer cent of the women have
fallen &s casualties of the
war,” out ¢f an estimated
400,000 Meo, according to
last year’s Kennedy subcom-
mittee report on refugees.

Blaine W. Jensen, the act-
ing area coordlmtor for
U.S. AID zt Ban Son, has
said, “I have a bhunch of
scared people. When civil-
jans start getting killed it
has quite an effect on the
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